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.An Open Letter from the Superintendent 


It is a pleasure to have the opportunity of intro- 
ducing myself to those former students with whom I have not, 
become acquainted. This little school magazine is one of the 
many innovations we have developed in broadening our school 
program of student activities, and we hope through it, to not 
only keep in touch with you, but to keep you informed of the 
many things we are doing and plan to do here at school. 


The changing world naturally brings about changing 
concepts and ideas in the methods and aims of teaching. Our 
educational systems throughout the country are constantly 
undergoing changes and renovations, and we hope to be able to 
benefit by all of the experience and research that is taking 
place during each school year and pass on to our students the 
results of the best. Therefore, please understand that I am 
not and make no pretense of being an unusually farsighted 
prophet of some sort. The changes we have made to date are 
not experiments, but rather the result of experiments made in 
other schools. Anyone taking charge of a school in these 
changing years would probably have made many of the same 
innovations. No radical deviation from accepted standards 
is anticipated, rest assured. We shall cautiously approach 
the untried, but seldom avoid a change for the better simply 
because it is now. 


Our future program will incorporate many recognized 
school activities which have been omitted or eliminated in the 
past. The athletic program will be stressed for the physical 
development of all students. The vocational curriculum will 
be enlarged to include again, piano tuning, and perhaps later 
on such courses as radio and agriculture. Our high school 
students will have tho opportunity of attending public high 
schools for the last year or two to better prepare them for 
college or the business world. Dancing, smoking and off 
campus privileges are now available to certain students of 
certain age and grade levels undcr proper control. 
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I hope you now have an idea of your now 
Superintendent, and the things we are trying to drive 
toward. Please be assured that though you are no longer 
here to enjoy our new school program we hope to let you 
hear from us frequently, and want you to know that this 
is still your Alma Mater - so come back and sec us soon, 


Notes from the Archives 


The Kentucky School for the Blind is an interesting 
affair when one, cither from necessity or for pleasuro, goes 
digging into the filcse Mr. William F. Bullock, author of the 
Kentucky Common School Law, induccd the General Assombly to 
appropriate ten thousand dollars in 1842 for the founding of the 
Kentucky Institution for the Education of the Blind. 


Mr. Bryce M. Patten was appointed as the first Dir- 
Sector of the school, and he, together with the Board of Visitors, 
rented a house on tho southeast corner of 7th and Chestnut Strects 
to be used as the school building. In 1849 a site was purchased 
on Broadway between 2nd and 3rd strects, to accommodate the in- 
crease in the number of students attending the school. On 
september £9, 1851, this building burned to the ground, and 
temporary quarters were established in a building belonging to 
the University of Louisville. 


Plans wore startod at this time for the purchase of a 
site, further away from the downtown area, and for building a 
permanent school for the cducation of the blind. On October 8, 
1855 it was possible to move the school to its present location 
on Frankfort Avenue, though the main building was only partially 
completed. To walk around the cheerful halls of the KSB and feol 
the warmth of stcam radiators now, one would never think that 
wood-burning stoves were the standard equipment of that time. 
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During the Civil War the school was occupicd by troops 
of the Federal Army. They vacated the building and grounds 
after a few months, but is was uscd again as a hospital after 
the battle of Perryville. This necessitated moving the children 
to temporary quarters again for several months. Tho Board of 
Visitors finally had to appeal to the War Department before the 
school was finally vacated again, and available for school pur- 
poses. 


in 1871, Mrs. Patten resigned as Director in favor of 
Mr. B. B. Huntoon, in order that hoe might devote more time to the 
Amorican Printing House, which was chartered in 1858 under the 
auspices of the school. The Printing House originally occupied 
the basement of our school building, until tho present location 
adjoining our campus was ecquired and the building complicted in 
1885. Financed by the General Assombly, the Printing House in 
1879 became a unit of the U. S. Treasury Department and received 
govormment funds to supply braille books and appliances for all of 
the schoolss In 1959 The American Printing House for the Blind 
became a unit of the Federal Sccurity Agency. Until 1923 tho 
Printing House was directly connectcd with the school by virtue 
of having the same superintendent. In that year the business of 
the Printing house had increased to such proportions that a 
separate superintendent was appointed to manage tho tremendous job 
of embossing books for the blind all over the world. 


Under Mr. Huntoon, the department for the education of 
the negro blind was added to our school in 1886. Mr. Huntoon 
continued in his capacity as Superintendent from 1871 until 1912, 
and earned for himsclf the reputation of one of the outstanding 
educators of the blind in our country. 


| Miss Susan B. Merwin, Superintcndent of our school from 
1912 until 1923, will be remembered by many of our former students 
as a remarkable woman, whose intercst in the blind children under 
her care was always uppermost in her thoughts. Mr. C. B. Martin 
succecded Miss Merwin in 19235 and retired in 1930, when Miss 
Catherine T. Moriarty was appointcd Superintendent. Miss Moriarty 
served for fiftcon years, retiring in December 1945. 


This, then, brings the history of our.achool up to’ dato, 
with the appointment of Mr. Paul J. Langan as Superintendent, in 
December 1945. Mr. Langan was still Captain Langan when he took 
over, for ho was on terminal leave until January 8, 1946, when he 
reccived his discharge from the U. 8S. Public Health Scrvice. 
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OUR SCHOOL SONG 


In 1904, when Mr. B. B. Huntoon was superintendent, 
his grandson, Mr. Morgan Vance, wrote the original words to the 
school song, and Mr. C. B. Martin composed the music. In 1912 
when Mr. Martin was appointed Superintendent, the name of tho 
school was changed from the Kentucky Institution for the Rducation 
Of the Blind, to tho Kentucky School for the Blind. At that time 
it was necessary to make the changes in the lyrics, but tho music 
remains the same. 


Where the great Ohio River rushes to its mouth, 

Far above the noisy city, gateway of the South, 

High she stands upon the hilltop, emblom of the free, 
Stands our noble school of learning, 

Stands tho K.S8.B. 


High she stands upon the hilltop, toworing 'bove the town; 
Underncath the blue of Heaven, looks she proudly down. 
Raise the chser and send it onward, happy, glad and free 
Till the welkin sounds the chorus 

tRound the K.S.B. 


As we strive upon tho ball field in tho glorious fight 

We will bear our flag to glory; bear the red anc white. 
Raise the standard, show its colors, so that all may sco = 
Willing hearts wage zcalous warfare 

For the K.S.B. 


As wo vainly struggle onward to the perfect light 

Points she out to us the true path, in the gloom of night. 
Raise the chorus, send it onward, love shell be the key; 
Writtcn large upon our banners, 

Love tho K.S.B. 
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ATHLETICS 


This year after a long absence from compctitive athletics, 
the K.S.B. embarked on a year-round sports program. 


The first feature of this now plan was wrestling, coached 
by joe Kempf. The boys worked hard and formed a good tcam, but there 
was one hitch - no opposition. Matchos were sought with local high 
schools and with neighboring schools for the blind, but the answer 
was the samo everywhere, - "No team". So, we had to be content with 
intra=-team matches. Next scason we hope to be able to schedulo 
several matches with other schools. 
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Along with spring, came the track and field activitics. 
Only one of our neighboring schools had a track tcam, so our 
season was limited to a meet with the Ohio School for the Blind, 
at Columbus. The team consistcd of the following boys: Edison 
Wommack, Earl Head, Sam McPherson, Herman Davis, Bill Wood, Joc 
Lake, Oral Miller, and Bert Ellis. 


We lost the mect 55 to 24, in a very close match. Our 
boys excelled in the jumps and field events, but the Ohians took 
all the points in the running events. High point man for the moot 
was Edison Wommack, who scored ten points, while Earl Head and one 
of the Ohio boys cach ticd for second with cight points. Sam 
‘McPherson and Herman Davis each scored threo points. 


Our boys were highly impressed by the hospitality and 
sportsmanship of the Ohio boys, and hope that they will bo able 
to visit us next year, 


SEO IETE 


BOY SCOUT NEWS 


Scouting wos founded in the U.S. in Fobruary, 1910, and 
just a year later, in February, 1911, our Troop 10 was chartered 
with 33 mombcrs. Ours was the tenth troop chartcred in Louisvillo, 
and together with Troop 1, has becn in uninterrupted service since 
that time. 


Though we are the second oldcst troop in the city of 
Louisvillc, we have the oldest boy scout organization in any of 
the schools for the blind. This yoar being our 55th birthday, the 
Scouts were honored with a banquet sponsored by Mr. Langan, our 
Superintendent, Sevoral scout exccutives and promincnt citizens 
wero our gucsts at this affair. The principal speaker was Mr. 
Albort Barnhard, a former student and the only mamber of Troop 10 
to become an Hagle Scout. Mr. Barnhard is now a successful 
attorney in Mt. Carmel, Illinois. 


Mr. Samuel J. Richic, our Scoutmaster, is a charter 
member of Troop 10. Wo fcel that Mr. Richic's thirty-five years 
of loyal service is unique in the field of scouting. 
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Sieshahee 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 


Miss Moriarty, our former Supcrintendent, (Miss Catherine 
to the students) announced in carly October that she was resigning 
because of her health. As a parting gesture, Miss Catherine's 
party for all the students on November 19, properly climaxcd hor 
fifteon years as superintendent. 
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It seomod a little strange at first not scoing 
Miss Catherine around, but cveryone likes the new Superintendent, 
Mr. Paul J. Langan, formor Principal of the Maryland School for 
tho Blind. He was "Captain" Langan until his discharge from the 
Army on January 8, 1946. 


Music is one of our important activitics in school, and 
we frequently attend concerts in the city by the Louisville 
Philharmonic orchestra. We also had the pleasure of hearing 
Valdimir Harowitz this year in one of his finest performances. 


Things came in with a rush and wont off with a bang 
during the early Christmas season. In addition to small church 
parties, the "Solid Sender", a weekly paper formerly published by 
the high school girls, sponsored a grand affair on Decomber 15. 
The Dramatic Club had a big time at its Christmas party on the 19th, 
and the Civics Club had a combination party and dance on the 20th. 
Mrs. Langan held a tea for the faculty during Christmas week which 
was the first of a scrics of socials for the teachers. Then cane 
the big surprise of the scason - Mr. Langan announced we were to 
have a ten day Christmas vacation for the first time. Thore was 
great rejoicing among the students and staff on this occasion. 


shortly after school started again on January 2, 
Mr. Langan announced the date of our first school dance. It was a 
Valontinc dance on the evening of February 15. A committee of six 
students and two teachers was appointcd to make the necessary 
preparations for the great event. 


When the big night finally rolled around, everyone was 
rather excited and a littiec nervous, for this was an ontirely new 
expericnes for most.of us, the very first dance in tho history of 
our school. The danco got under way with a grand march, and at 
the intermission Mr. Langan crowned Edison Wommack and Anna Suc 
Cochran King and Queen of Hearts. The King and Qucen presided 
over the next dance while the band played "Let Me Call you 
Sweetheart". By eleven o'clock everyone was tired and ready to 
soy goodnight to a perfect evening. 


The Civics Club and their guosts enjoyed their dance on 
the evening of March 8. 


During the first three weeks of March there was a lot 
of hush-hush among the teachers. It was soon discovered that the 
staff was planning 4 reception for Mr. and Mrs. Langan on the 
eend. It was held in the Assembly Room, which was cleared of the 
regular furnishings and beautifully decorated with early spring 
flowers. Among the two hundred guests wore Mr. John S. Reed, from 
the State Department of Education; Mr. A. C. Ellis, Superintendent 
of the American Printing House for the Blind, and many other 
prominent citizens and fricnds of the school. 
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On April 12,we held our second school dance and many of 
sn Tesi and former students attended another fine social 
a airs ‘ 


On April 19, the Dramatic Club, along with the rest of 
the high school students, had supper in the domestic science room. 
The moal was prepared by the girls in the domostic science class. 


m The Dramatic Club will present the three act comedy 
Almost Eighteen" on Friday evening May 31. A new stage has been 
built and the group is looking forward to their first play in tho 
now auditorium room. A few days aftor the play, the club plans 
to have a picnic to give cveryone a chance to relax aftor so many 
rehearsals, 


The Boys! Chorus presented a program over radio station 
WeA.V.E. on May 4, accompanied by Mr. Richie, their director. 


_ On May 24, the annual physical education exhibition will 
be revived and presented by the gym classes. The program will 
consist of dances, ballets, drills, tumbling and apparatus work. 


Sunday June 2, the music students will present a concort,. 
The program will bo made up of piano, vocal, and chorus numbors 
from all thrce music departments. 


Our Commencement Program this year will be held on the 
evening of Wednesday, June 12, at 8°otclock. 


Le ale as ig 
THE CLASS OF 146 


The COLONEL cditors, on behalf of the entire student 
body and staff wish to extend sincere congratulations and best 
wishes to the graduating class of 1946. 


Lucy Moore plans to live in Middletown, Ohio with her 
sister, and hopes to go to work there. Good luck, Lucy, let us 
hear from youre 


Hilda Fay Smith likes music and wants to study the 
‘organ, but for a vocation she prefers secretarial work. Whatever 
you do Hilda, we know you will be as successful as you havo been 
hore. 


Lemuel Hicatt in interested first, last, and always in 
music, and hopes to continue his work at the Cincinnati Conser- 
vatory. We hope you make it Tem, and don't forget to drop us a 
iine now and then to keep us informed on your progress. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


K.S.Be Alumni can soothe the COLONEL'S growing pains 
considerably by keeping us posted on any newsworthy activities. 
We are particularly intorcostod in your vocational cxporicnces, 
and hope to devote space regularly to you and your doings. 


Since it scems to be the custom rathcr than the excoption 
to tamper with our school song occasionally, we should like to know 
how many of you share our opinion that it could stand some furthor 
tamporing. We feel that such phrases as "vainly struggle onvarda" 
and "in the gloom of night" could be replaced with much more 
optimistic statemonts. Please write us your opinions and suggest- 
ions on the matter. 


SETS 


Of considerable interest to the Alumni should be the 
announcement of the Superintendent rogarding his proposal of 
organizing an active Alumni Association of the Kentucky School for 
the Blind. The date for the crganization mecting of this group has 
tentatively been set for June 12, 1946, and further announccrent 
will be made to all former students by mail within another week 
or twoe 
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